
  

Flatlanders Inn is a diverse and intentional 
community that seeks to cultivate a positive, 

nurturing, and relational place to live for people 
who want to get their feet back under them.  
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Left: Friends and 
alumni celebrate 
Flatlanders’ 10th 
anniversary. 

Flatlanders Turns 10 
 

    This summer, Flatlanders Inn celebrated our 10th 
anniversary. Excited to have not only survived our 
first decade but to be thriving, we invited our church 
and community to celebrate with us.  
    Flatlanders residents shared during the church’s 
Sunday service on May 28th then invited our church 
community upstairs to tour our space, have lunch 
with us, and enjoy the fruits of our “bake off”. We 
heard reflections from Flatlanders residents, and we 
were excited to have some Flat-landers alumni come 

back to celebrate 
with us.  
    Recordings from 
the morning can be 
found on the church  
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Sarah Moesker moved into 
Flatlanders Inn in September of 
this year. She is a Canadian 
Mennonite University student who 
comes to us from Ontario, where 
she was living in a different kind of 
community with the Sisters of  
Saint John the Divine  in their 
"Companions" program. We asked 
Sarah what her first few months in 
Flatlanders have been like, and this 
is what she had to say:  
 
There is something 
about sharing a living 
space with total 
strangers that evokes in 
me a certain level of cat
-like territorial hostility. 
 
Hello. I am the most 
recent addition to 
Flatlanders Inn. It has 
been one and a half 
months, thereabouts, 
and I have been asked 
how things are going 
more times than I can 
count. I can’t be sure whether this 
is because people know that the 
adjustment to communal life can be 
a confusing one and ask it in a 
semi-commiserating, mostly rap-
port-building fashion, or because 
my idiosyncratic adjustment-period 
behaviours are somewhat un-
nerving (see “cat-like territorial 
hostility” above). Whatever the 
case, I have noticed that my 

answer to the question (“Good”), 
while morphologically and 
phonetically unchanged (that is, it 
still looks and sounds like the word 
“good”), has shifted in tone towards 
something more optimistic and 
certain. 
 
Some of the increase in certainty 
and hopeful anticipation has come 
through recalling why I applied in 

the first place, which 
was due to my gut-level 
sense that I needed to 
keep practicing the 
things I had begun to 
learn in the community I 
was in last year. 
 
Something else that has 
helped is how inviting 
people have been. 
There has been an 
exceptional intentionality 
in asking me to all 
manner of group events, 
in and outside Flats, as 
well as simple coffee 

outings to get to know one another 
better. This, combined with the 
general willingness there seems to 
be among people to be open about 
what’s going on with them more 
personally, has contributed to my 
sense that this will be a good place 
for me to continue learning to live 
well, and to live honestly and 
authentically. 

First Months at Flats - by Sarah 
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...continued from p.1: Flatlanders Turns 10 
 
website at winnipegcentrevineyard.com/sermons/flatlanders-sunday-10th-
anniversary-celebration-edition/ 
    Flatlanders also commissioned a mural in our third-floor hallway. The 
name of each person who has lived here (112 people and counting) is 
written at the bottom of one of the stalks of wheat, with room for more 
names to be added. Each person who has lived and spent time at 
Flatlanders has impacted us in some way, and we are grateful for all of 
you as we celebrate this milestone together. 

Above: Flatlanders’ new mural 
 
Right: Friends and alumni celebrate 
Flatlanders at our anniversary lunch 

     As we welcomed Sarah into the 
community this fall, we also said goodbye to 
Erin  and to the Williams family, long-term 
community members who are moving on to 
new things. Transitions are part of life at 
Flatlanders, but each transition is still an 
adjustment for everyone involved.  
     Pray for those moving into Flatlanders, for 
those who are moving on from their time 
here, and for those who continue to live here 
as we make these adjustments. We wish Erin 
and the Williams all the best, and we were 
blessed by their time here with us.  

Prayers for New Seasons 
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Left: Donations of beds and bedbug 
prevention supplies help us to keep taking in 
more community members, and to keep our 
bedrooms free of creepy crawling things. 
Thanks to Sleep Country for the beds, and to 
the Manitoba  
government for the  
bedbug prevention  
supplies.  
 

Right: Students 
from CMU’s 

Outtatown program 
helped us to tidy up 

our yard, maintain 
our compost bins, 
and clean up our 

living space this fall. Many Flatlanders leaders, 
interns, and residents have been former 

Outtatown students, so it is always fun for us 
to connect with them. 

Want to contact us? Find us at: 
www.flatlandersinn.org    /   email: admin@flatlandersinn.org  

phone: 204-338-3528   /   fax: 204-582-1199  
782 Main St. Winnipeg, MB, R2W 3N4 

Donation Request 
 

Looking ahead to this upcoming winter, we are looking for some new or 
gently-used duvets and duvet covers to replace the ones that have 

become worn out.  
 

If you are able to help us out with these, or with other bedding, please 
contact our administrator (Tara) at the phone number or email address 

below. Tara works most Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
 

Most of our beds are twin-sized, but we do have some double- and queen-
sized beds. Donated bedding must be bedbug-free! 


