Fall
Newsletter
2016
Flatlanders Inn is a diverse and intentional community
that seeks to cultivate a positive, nurturing, and
relational place to live for people who want to get their
feet back under them.
Right: Two
incredible
murals get
painted on our
building
In This Issue:
News from Page
our summer 1-2
and fall
Meet
Brandon
Our fall/
winter
favourites

Our Summer and Fall
Page
Winter is approaching quickly, and we have had an exciting
3
summer and fall here at Flatlanders Inn. We especially enjoyed hosting
our annual Spread the Love party, and watching two massive murals
take shape on the side of our building.
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Towering over our greenspace, right on the edge of Main Street,
4
we now have the mural “Mending” by The Clandestinos (the married
artist duo of Shalak Attack and Bruno Smoky). Incorporating symbolism
from indigenous traditions from North and South America, “Mending” is
dedicated to the “strength and resilience of the First Nations Women
from across the Americas.” In the mural, an indigenous woman is
mending a heart, symbolizing healing and the reconstruction of broken
pieces of communities. Like the Memorial Garden on the West side of
our building, the mural honours missing and murdered indigenous
women.
The mural “Aqua Lungs”, looming over our parking lot, was a

collaborative work by PA System (Patrick Thompson and
Alexa Hatanaka ) and seventeen-year old Parr Josephee
from Nunavut. In this piece, a pair of lungs hold together
humans, animals, and the earth, surrounding them with
healing waters. The piece also speaks about the impact of
seismic testing in the arctic, which negatively affects animals
like the narwhal depicted, as well as the people who are
connected to the land and the animals.
After the murals were finished, they were part of
Winnipeg’s Nuit Blanche art celebration. On October 1,
hundreds of people gathered in our parking lot for music,
lights, dancing, and the start of the annual Bike Jam ride.
Many of us joined the party, and a few of us even joined the
bike jam.
We didn’t know the artists at all before they
approached the church with a request to paint our wall, but
we are so blessed by their art and our contact with them. The
results are incredible, and we are grateful for the chance to
Above: “Mending”
bless our city by contributing our wall to such a beautiful
project. The art is clearly visible to anyone driving
up Main Street, as well as to the scores of people
who cut across our parking lot each day. If you want
to know more about the murals and what they
mean, you can read about them on the church
website: winnipegcentrevineyard.com/new-muralsmending-aqua-lungs/
We were also excited to be able to bless our
neighbours through another Spread the Love party
this August. We have held these parties for several
years, funding them with a gift that we receive from
the Simple Way’s Jubilee Campaign, where the
Above: “Aqua Lungs”, with artists PA
Simple Way spreads around some of the resources System and Parr Josephee
they have been blessed with.
This year, we held our annual Spread the Love party on August 26. We ate some
incredible sandwiches, and enjoyed a dance party. In our Spread the Love parties, we also
raise money to pass on the blessing to other organizations. This year, we passed on a
donation to Finding Freedom, a ministry that works with people who are struggling with
addictions. To learn more about Finding
Freedom, you can visit their website at
findingfreedom.ca
Through all of this, we remember God’s
call, through the prophet Jeremiah to the
Israelites in exile, to work for the good of the
city that we have been placed in (Jeremiah
29:7).
Left: Flatlanders, friends, and neighbours
gather in the greenspace for our annual
“Spread the Love” party

Meet Brandon
We were glad to have Brandon living with us this summer while he interned with the
North End Family Centre. We asked Brandon to tell us a bit about himself and his time
in Winnipeg—here is what he had to say:
So my name is Brandon Williams. I am originally from Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. I am
in the process of finishing my Bachelor of Arts in Theology and Youth Ministries through
Horizon College and Seminary located in Saskatoon.
I decided to take the final four months of my internship
to complete my degree here in Winnipeg at the North End
Family Centre. I originally heard about the North End Family
Centre at Horizon College when Kyle Mason, the founder
and executive director of the Centre, came to speak. I heard
about the people and difference this organization was
making and desired to be part of it. Before coming here, I
did my last four-month internship in the inner city of
Saskatoon. I got taste of what it was like working in the inner
city and desired to get more experience. That’s what lead to
me contacting Kyle to arrange a potential internship and
now here I am.
I first heard about Flatlanders Inn over conversation
with Kyle. He told me that it was close to the Family Centre Above: Brandon hanging out
and that it was around the same community of people that
with Laura and Erin
the Centre served. So that’s why I decided to move into
Flatlanders Inn. I desired to move into this community and help if I could. What initially drew
me to the Centre was their mission to help the forgotten and oppressed in our society. That
is why I chose to move to Winnipeg and do my internship at the North End Family Centre. It
breaks my heart to see such oppression and injustice in our society and I want to do my part
to make a difference.
Overall, my stay at Flatlanders Inn has been nothing but
welcome. The people who stay at Flatlanders are always willing to
talk and make you feel welcomed. It is a community of people
cooking, eating, and living together that almost feels like family.
I am sadly going to miss the Flatlanders community when I
head back home to Saskatchewan. They truly have been comforting
and welcoming during my short stay here in Winnipeg. As for the
internship, it too has shown and taught me a lot. The team at NEFC
are group of tightly knit people who care for the needs of others here
in the North End of Winnipeg. They are not here for the money or for
the wrong reasons. They are here to show the unconditional love of
Christ and it has been a huge blessing being a part of their team.
My internship here at NEFC has taught me the importance of
communication and administration within the ministry. There is a lot of
behind the scenes work that is done in and outside the office that
helps a ministry thrive. In this ministry in particular, it has helped in its
ability to be build a community of people that love and care for one
Above: Brandon’s
another. It almost feels like one big family here at NEFC. They too
goodbye party at the have welcomed me into their community and blessed me with their
NEFC
friendship.

Even though my time here at NEFC has had its ups and downs, the ups definitely
outweigh the downs. The people here are welcoming and will be greatly missed when I leave
for home. This internship has been a learning experience and a huge blessing. I know that
this internship has further equipped me to enter into full time ministry when my time here is
finished.
As for the future, I intend to return home to Saskatoon and work within the inner city. I
look forward to what God has planned for me in my future and will be blessed greatly from
my time here.
Flats Fall / Winter Fun list
Yes, we live in Winnipeg. And yes, our
winters are long and cold. But
complaining about it never stops it
from happening, so we are
brainstorming a list of things that we
enjoy about fall and winter, instead of
complaining (okay, well, maybe
alongside the complaining). Here it is we enjoy:
 Big fluffy snowflakes
 Quiet days inside
 The trees
 Tobogganing
 Skiing
 Full scale snowball warfare (with ice
forts and the whole nine yards)
 Corn mazes
 Sleep
 Hot chocolate
 Snow shoeing
 Skating in the yard
 Hoar frost
 Winter running

Above: Flatlanders and
friends enjoying a night
out bowling.
Right: Volunteers from
the United Way’s Day of
Caring help us deep-clean
our third floor hallway.
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